CAPTAIN   BASIL   HALL

though the captain was necessarily in the hottest of the
fire. At length Sir Samuel, turning suddenly round,
encountered the Irishman full butt.

" Ho 1 Master Dennis," exclaimed the captain,
" what brings you here ? and why do you keep running
about after me ? Go down to your gun, man 1 "

" Oh, by the powers 1 your honour," replied Dennis,
" sure I thought it likely you might be hurt so I wished
to be near you to give you some help."

There was no residing this ; the captain laughed in
the midst of the battle ; and poor Dennis was allowed
to take his own way, having no care for himself.

It would be quite impossible within any moderate
compass, even to enumerate the important services
which Sir Samuel Hood rendered to his country, both
before and after the time alluded to ; nor can it be
necessary to do so, for they are still so fresh in the
recollection of the Navy, that they are often quoted as
examples in every walk of duty. His forte appears to
have been that invaluable quality of all great com-
manders, promptitude in seeing what was best to be
done, and decision of purpose in carrying it into execu-
tion. At the moments of greatest doubt and difficulty,
and when scarcely anyone else could see through the
confusion, he appears invariably to have taken those
useful practical views, which the calmest subsequent
reflection proved to have been the most expedient.

One of the most important, and also the most amus-
ing instance of the effect of his resolute and character-
istic presence of mind and boldness of manner, occurred
in the summer of 1797, when Nelson attacked the town
and fortifications of Santa Cruz, in Teneriffe. The
enterprise failed ; Nelson was wounded and carried on
board in the only boat not captured or destroyed, while
the remaining officers and men were necessarily left
without any means of defence or escape. Sir Thomas
Troubridge and Captain Hood now found themselves
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